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And something for families
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We are also developing a tree trail around the park and meadows. This is being refined and the hope is that a map and instructions for the trail will be available to download from the website. Wrens are investigating the possibility of signs for tree identification purposes along the trail, but at present this is in its early stages.  Some parts of the trail will be wheelchair and pushchair friendly, but other parts may only be suitable on foot.

We are hoping that the trail will make that afternoon walk in the Park even more interesting!

Liz Firth 
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The annual general meeting of Wrenthorpe Environmental Society will take place on Wednesday 23rd March 2011 at 7.15 prompt in Wrenthorpe Village Hall.   It will be followed at 8 pm by an evening with Paul Hudson, BBC Look North weatherman.     Members and visitors are asked to leave cars at home if possible as parking is limited.

Secretary’s report - a year of progress

2010 has been a year in which the society has striven to increase its involvement in the local community by arranging events spread throughout the year, by closer contact with local schools and by the future increase in communication to its members through a new website at present in preparation.

Its activities have included new initiatives as well as events that have proved popular in the past.

1. [image: image6.wmf]January 2010 saw a visit to a packed village hall by the Morley Exotic Animal Rescue who showed, and allowed people to touch, several types of animals. The afternoon was a great success. 

2. The new children’s play area in Wrenthorpe Park, which had been in the planning stage towards the end of 2009, was completed in April 2010, and an official opening ceremony was held in July. The area has been well used by local and visiting children since it opened.

At WRENS’ request two “No dogs allowed” signs have been erected at each entrance to the play area.
The play area originally intended for the Silcoates Street entrance to the park has become one of the victims of the present cost cutting. 

3. At the AGM in March representatives of the Environment Agency and Morrisons Construction gave a presentation on the work to be carried out near the lagoons in the meadows as part of the flood alleviation work for Wakefield.

4. [image: image7.wmf]In March representatives from WRENS, Wakefield MDC and Friends of Stanley Marsh carried out a toad count at the lagoons. Over 900 were found in approximately two hours. 

5. An initiative to produce a set of teaching and learning resources for KS2 pupils about Wrenthorpe and its environment was launched. The preparation of a topic covering trees in Wrenthorpe has so far been completed, with one on local flooding in preparation. 

6. Litter picks have continued in 2010. 
The well-established Wrencare scheme, sponsored by the New Wheel, the New Pot’oil, Sax for Hair, Wrenthorpe Post Office, Wrenthorpe Community Association and the South Yorkshire Mental Health NHS Trust, provides a litter clearing service in the middle of the village.
Other litter picks have been organised in the park. The one in March had a disappointing turn out, but over 20 volunteers attended in November.

7. WRENS made a contribution towards a seat in memory of Brian Collinson, installed in the triangular garden at the junction of Wrenthorpe Lane and Silcoates Lane.
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In June a morning was spent removing invasive Himalayan balsam in Wrenthorpe Park.  Sue Worrall our countryside ranger led the destruction.

Our green Spaces in Jeopardy

Many Wrenthorpe residents are worried by the proposals to release greenbelt land for housing which appear in Wakefield's latest Local Development Framework (LDF). No less than five of these involve land in Wrenthorpe, which until now has helped to keep neighbouring settlements separate and give residents access to the rural environment. Other proposed sites which although not designated greenbelt are still used for farming.

Wakefield as a whole is planning to use more greenbelt land to meet its housing targets than any other district in West Yorkshire and if that is not bad enough why does Wrenthorpe have to bear so much of the burden? And what is being planned by Leeds? Will more greenbelt be lost in East Ardsley further narrowing the gap between Leeds and Wakefield? There are small communities throughout the District, which would benefit from a few houses especially in the age of the 'big community'. And have we run out of 'brown land?

Another site off Ruskin Avenue, although not greenbelt is scheduled for a major housing development which would deprive a tenant farmer of his livelihood and cause traffic problems in the area. Apart from the lack of infrastructure wild life would be damaged and rare plants threatened. Local residents are vigorously opposing these plans with a well co-ordinated campaign supported by councillors and our local MP, Ed Balls.

Housing developments may be necessary but not when they are in the wrong place.  So go and look at the plans and give your views.  You can see them on the council's website or go to the meeting planned for the village hall on March 7th when council reps will be there 3-7 pm.  Voice your objections and if enough do so we can win.   Don't let these badly thought out proposals go through because we cannot be bothered to fight them.
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Wrenpack - supporting schools
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In July 2010 a subgroup of the WRENS’ committee met with two local teachers, one from Jerry Clay Lane School and one from Wrenthorpe Primary, to discuss the possibility of producing learning resources especially ones with a Wrenthorpe and environmental slant for use in primary schools. 

As a result of that first meeting examples of work were drawn up and a way forward decided.  Initially the resources will be offered to teachers within Wrenthorpe to trial.   If successful decisions will be taken about whether we will produce hard copies to be used in school, supply the information on CD/DVD or online for all teachers to access.

Of the three packs already written, one on Wartime memories has already been used by year six children as part of a topic on WW2 and has proved very popular.  
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The second on trees includes a tree trail in the park and could be used by families as well as pupils when the weather improves and leaves begin to appear. 

The third on flooding will be used later in the year when local children will be doing some work on the community, and flood prevention works will be going on in the village.

Liz Firth 
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9. During the year some trees and shrubs WRENS had planted around the unsightly fenced CSO station in the middle of the park were removed by we know not whom. Morrisons Construction, who are carrying out the work in the park for the Environment Agency have agreed to replace and plant new trees for us.

10.
The now traditional Sunday afternoon Treasure Hunt was held in September. Unfortunately the weather was not kind to us this year, but there was a very encouraging attendance of 43 (children and adults) who braved the rain to take part.

11.
A Family Fun Day event was planned for the park in July, but was cancelled because of the bureaucratic requirements necessary for holding such an event.

12.
Work has started on designing a new website for WRENS devoted only to the activities of WRENS. Among other things this will provide a medium for communication of news and forthcoming events to our members. The website address will be circulated when it is published on the web.

13. 
A tree trail, covering part of the park has been designed, and will allow people to identify trees in the park. Before it can be used the trees are to be identified by numbers.

14. Wakefield MDC published their Local Development Framework (LDF) in August.  Among the proposals were some to remove four parcels of land at the edge of Wrenthorpe from Green Belt status, so that they could be designated for future residential development. 


15. WRENS formed a joint committee with Wrenthorpe Community Association to lodge our objections to these proposals. Leaflets were distributed and letters sent to the local MP and to the Community Secretary. 

Unfortunately at the present time proposals to remove the land from Green Belt Status are still present in the LDF proposals.

16. During October Wakefield MDC Neighbourhood Team, following requests from WRENS, carried some work out in the park. This included repairing the fencing near the car park entrance off Wrenthorpe Road, painting the bowling pavilion doors and supplying more rubbish bins. 

17. The interpretation boards in Wrenthorpe Park and Alverthorpe Meadows at the car park, the lagoons and at the Meadow Lane entrance have all been removed, repaired, and cleaned by WRENS.

18. And finally preparing this newsletter, our main means of keeping in touch, has made your committee realise what a busy year we have had.

Colin Firth 



An official opening ceremony was held in July 2010 and Gary Sherrington from Wakefield MDC (designer of the play area), Vikki Staveley from Wakefield MDC Family Services, Paula Appleton from Proludic Play and Kevin Roys from UK Earthworks all attended.


It has been necessary to erect “No dogs allowed” signs at the entrances to remind people not to bring dogs into the area.

When the Play Builder Funding was first obtained by Wakefield MDC the plan was for a new play area also to be erected at the Silcoates Street of the park. Unfortunately because of the present cost cutting measures this will not now go ahead.

Liz Firth 

Flood defences-an update

The flood defences on Fosterford Beck on Lyndale Drive and adjacent to the Village Hall are now finished and pretty impressive they look too. The stone ramparts look as if they could keep back the Thames but so far they have not been tested. The massive works to create holding ponds in the park are nearing completion and should they ever be called into use they will make an impressive sight.

There is good news for the residents of Johns Crescent too, money has been found by the Environment Agency to complete the work on Balne Beck and the bridge that will protect their houses from the catastrophic flooding that hit them in 2007.  Hopefully contractors will be on site shortly.

Keith Orrell

Childrens and family events

WRENS continues to encourage the involvement of children and their families in activities, which increase awareness, appreciation, and conservation of our environment.  Since our 2010 newsletter four events have been held.

BALSAM BASHING on Sat. 19th June. We joined Sue Worrall, countryside ranger in clearing this invasive plant, which dams streams and smothers other vegetation.8 people helped but we hope many more will join us in the future as balsam is present throughout large areas of the park. 

TREASURE HUNT on Sun. 19th September.  Liz and Colin Firth organised our very popular rhyming treasure hunt, which, despite awful weather, was enjoyed by 11 families. The winners were again 'The Badgers'.  Puzzles and games were played on return to the village hall.

LITTER Pick on Sat. 20th Nov. in Wrenthorpe Park - over 20 people took part and several dog-walkers helped as they exercised their pets. This was the biggest turnout to date and we hope to encourage more people to help in future to use the bins provided for litter and dog dirt or to take it home for disposal.


LADYBIRD HOUSES on Sun. 16 Jan.2011 - Sue Worrall and her colleague Emma told us lots about ladybirds and showed 27 children and around 35 members of their families how to make houses for ladybirds and other insects. They had fun cutting lengths of hollow twigs and straw and stuffing them into plastic bottles and logs, in which Sue had drilled holes. There were also games to play and refreshments for all ........  a very successful afternoon for all. 
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Future events

LITTER PICK on Saturday 16 April 10 am to 12 noon on Lindale Lane and Hill.

BALSAM BASHING on Saturday 11 June 10 am to 12 noon in Wrenthorpe Park.

WILDFLOWER WALK in Wrenthorpe Park and Meadows in May/June - date to be confirmed.

TREASURE HUNT on Sunday 18 September 2 pm from the village hall.

LITTER PICK on Saturday 12 November 10 am to 12 pm in Wrenthorpe Park.

WRENS JUNIOR SPECIAL on Sunday 4 December 2 to 4 pm in the Village Hall.

Full details will be published in the Wrenthorpe column of the Wakefield Express and on the WRENS website nearer the dates.

WRENS would like to hear from anyone who has a suggestion to make for other activities.  Please telephone Gloria on 01924 210781 and we will look into their feasibility.

Gloria Lowery (chairwoman)
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Children’s Play Area in Wrenthorpe Park

In the WRENS 2010 newsletter I spoke of the allocation of £70,000 of Playbuilder Funding to install a new play area in Wrenthorpe Park, and the consultations carried out by WRENS and Wakefield MDC to determine what people, in particular small people, would like installing. From these meetings a design evolved and tenders were put out to suppliers.


A company called Proludic Play got the contract to supply the equipment, the installation of which was completed in April 2010

Even while the equipment was being installed children had started playing on the items already in place, such was the demand for the new play area.

The equipment finally installed in the play area includes:

Cradle and junior swings
Basket swing 

Springies 
See-saw

Trim trail and mounding
Tunnel 

Multiplay unit 
Boulder and normal seating 

Inclusive roundabout 
Zipline cableway 

Teen spinner and rocker 


There have been some minor problems with the turfing and the mounding over the tunnel, but on the whole the project has been a resounding success with all ages.

Unfortunately within a very short time of the play area being completed some turfing and wet weather matting was stolen, another example of the problems of vandalism we suffer in the park and meadows.
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On the negative side, the park and meadows has continued to suffer vandalism including:

· Removal of planking and handrails on the decking near the lagoons to such an extent that one of the dipping platforms has had to be removed.

· Fires near the circular seating at the lagoons

· Destruction of a second picnic table in the park by fire 

· The removal of the Interpretation board at Hornbeam Avenue

 Entrance.  It has not been retrieved.

·  Damage and graffiti on the other three interpretation boards

·  The destruction of the fingerpost sign in the centre of the park

·  Removal of turf and wet weather matting from the new children’s        play area (within two weeks of it being completed).

But are we downhearted? No.  Looking to the future,  2011 promises to be another busy year.  WRENS’ committee hopes that you will all keep an eye out for our events this year and support us where possible, especially by getting involved yourself.

Colin Firth 
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Eat less meat and save us from global warming, but how?  Well the most harmful greenhouse gas is methane and methane is ‘given off’ by cows so less red meat means less methane.  Earthwatcher is going veggy. 





The Russians are busy training astronauts for journeys to other planets lasting years.  When Earth becomes uninhabitable (drought, food shortages, too many people etc) we will need a new place for mankind.  Earthwatcher says we should concentrate on saving the planet we’ve got for a few million years yet. 





Did you take part in RSPB’s big garden bird watch?                       


Mrs Earthwatcher did and was disappointed to find the house sparrow was the most common bird. This is almost certainly because of the loss of weeds in our fields.  This may be a continuing trend as farming intensifies with rising food prices, world shortages and the almost inevitable widespread use of GM crops. 





Colour slides are a thing of the past along with analogue TV and VCRs.  But before you throw any away, check for ones which show Wrenthorpe 10, 20, 50 years ago.  Earthwatcher is putting together an archive of Wrenthorpe over the last 50 years for use in schools or even a big slide show-on powerpoint of course!  Contact him on 01924 210781. 
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Earthwatcher has been looking into the merits of solar panels to generate electricity.  Did you know that your electricity company will pay you a cheque every quarter for just installing the panels?  They will also pay you for any electricity you export to them, an any that you use is free!  You will pay off your investment in 10 years and then its all profit. 
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